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To: All the Faithful in Christ 

 

SUBJECT:  2020 New Year Message 

 

Beginning the year with this solemnity reveals that devotion to the Holy Mother of God is not 

something superficial or intermittent, but rather a feast – a celebration of Mary’s motherhood of 

Jesus.  The title “Mother of God” is a western derivation from the Greek Theotokos, which 

means “God-bearer”.  On this day, we are reminded of the role that the Blessed Virgin played in 

the plan of our salvation.  Through the Holy Spirit, God the Father prepared Mary to be the 

dwelling place where His Son and His Spirit could dwell among men.  Christ’s birth was made 

possible by Mary’s fiat, or sanctioning of God’s plan with her words, “Be it done to me 

according to thy word”.  Calling Mary “Mother of God” is the highest honor we can give to her.  

Just as Christmas honors Jesus as the “Prince of Peace”, the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

honors Mary as the “Queen of Peace”.  New Year’s Day is also designated as the “World Day of 

Peace”, further acknowledging the role of Mary in our hearts and in our world. 

 

The New Year can often bring a mixed bag of emotions and memories for many of us.  Some 

may have just experienced the best year ever and look forward to an even greater one looming 

ahead.  Others may have just trudged through one deep struggle after another.  The fresh 

calendar year brings desperate hope for things to be better, with an ache for the still-fresh 

wounds to slowly begin their process of healing. 

 

Whether you’ve just walked through the greatest year of your life, or are incredibly glad to see 

this one finally over, one truth still rings clear amidst it all.  You are not alone.  Not ever. 

 

Our God is a “with us" God.  On the heels of the celebration of the birth of our King, that 

reminder has the power to carry us right into a fresh, new start.  He is Immanuel, God with us.  

And though things and people around us shift and change, our God never changes. 
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A prayer to keep God first this New Year… 

 

Dear God, thank you that you make all things new.  Thank you for all that you've allowed into 

our lives this past year, the good along with the hard things, which have reminded us how much 

we need you and rely on your presence filling us every single day.  Amen. 

 

And now, as we close out the past year of 2019, and begin this New Year of 2020, may the Lord 

bless and keep us! The Lord let his face shine upon us, and be gracious to us! The Lord look 

upon us kindly and give us peace! Amen. 

 

Faithfully and Fondly Your Servant in Christ through Mary, 
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