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What is 

Christmas? It is 

tenderness for 

the past, courage 

for the present, 

hope for the 

future. It is a 

fervent wish that 

every cup may 

overflow with 

blessings rich 

and eternal, and 

that every path 

may lead to 

peace.- Agnes M. 

Pharo 
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“The Old Catholic Marianists”                                       
 

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin 
will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him 

Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14) 

Sending the Advent / Christmas Message 

 

by Dom ++Robert, O.SS.T. 

 

If you are going to send a message to somebody, how do you get the message 

to them? If you’re not sure whether the message has got through, what do you 

do next? If the message you are sending is the most important message you 

could ever send will that make a difference to how you send it? If you have good 

news for someone - good news that is also a matter of life and death - how will 

you send your message? If your message is not just for one person but for all 

40,000 people living in your town, what kind of message service will you use? If 

your message is for every person on the planet - past, present and  

future; how will you send it? 

 

As we approach 2013 we have more choices than ever if we have a message to 

send. Facebook, twitter, Skype, texting, instant messaging, e-mail and blogging, 

and not forgetting letters, phone calls and my favorite - face-to-face 

conversations. 

 

       
 

God’s message service to the world is primarily through the message and the 

person of Jesus, but I believe that God is speaking all the time; and if we will 

just stop and open up our ears, hearts and our lives we can hear God’s voice. 

 

God speaks through the wonder of creation, through the message of the Bible, 

through his son Jesus Christ, and God speaks to us through other people. 

 

These words from the Bible were familiar to Jesus (Psalm 19: 1-4): ’The 

heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. Day 

after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. 

There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard. Their voice goes 
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The only real 

blind person at 

Christmas-time is 

he who has not 

Christmas in his 

heart.- Helen 

Keller 



There is a better 

thing than the 

observance of 

Christmas day, 

and that is, 

keeping 

Christmas.- Henry 

Van Dyke 

 

"It is Christmas in 

the heart that 

puts Christmas in 

the air."- W.T.Ellis 



Do give books - 

religious or 

otherwise - for 

Christmas. 

They're never 

fattening, seldom 

sinful, and 

permanently 

personal.- Lenore 

Hershey 

 

 

out into all the earth, their words to the end of the world.’                                                                                                         

 

In recent years I have come to a personal opinion that if I have an important 

message for someone then the best way to deliver that message is in person, 

face-to-face. God had an incredibly important message for the world - a 

message to say that he loves us and that he has a plan to rescue us from the 

mess we sometimes make of our lives, and the mess we make of the world.  

 

The coming of Jesus into the world was God’s main message service, and 

although the church does not always get it right - for which I am sorry - God  

has entrusted that message to the church. 

 

God’s message to you is that he loves you, he cares for you, he has a plan for 

you, and he wants you to know him today, tomorrow, and always! 

 

 

O.SS.T. Expands Outreach to Uganda! 

 

 
Kabugho Muhindo Mariah 

 

We offer a warm welcome to Mary Kabugho from Kampala City, Uganda. Mary 

will be celebrating the Rite of Blessing and Reception of a Companion on 8 

December 2012, The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Welcome Mary...we are thrilled to have you as a member of our extended faith-

filled family and look forward to you sharing with us the talents and special gifts 

that you bring with you to our religious community. 

_______________________________________________________________ 

What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the 

present, hope for the future. It is a fervent wish that every cup 
may overflow with blessings rich and eternal, and that every path 

may lead to peace. - Agnes M.  
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Father Bruce  

 

Deacon Russ 

 

Bruce 

 

John 



 

 

 
 

Profession of Vows, New Postulants, 

Incardination…commitment to the Lord 

in 2012   

 

Father Bruce George Douglas, O.SS.T. celebrated his Rite of Solemn Final 

(Perpetual) Life Profession in Ellington, CT on 30 September 2012. 

 

Deacon Russell Dean Lee celebrated his Rite of Incardination as a Deacon as 

well as his Blessing and Reception of a Postulant in Twenty-nine Palms, CA on 

30 September 2012. 

 

Bruce Gordon Nieman celebrated his Rite of Blessing and Reception of a 

Postulant in Uniontown, OH on 30 September 2012. 

 

John Taylor Brantley celebrated his Rite of Blessing and Reception of a 

Postulant in Fayetteville, NC on 30 September 2012. 

 

Congratulations! 

_______________________________________________________________ 

About Saint Nicholas 

 

as told by Victor Hoagland, C.P.  

 
Saint Nicholas, the 4th century saint who 

inspired our modern figure of Santa Claus, 

was born near Myra, a port on the 

Mediterranean Sea serving the busy sea 

lanes that linked the seaports of Egypt, 

Greece, and Rome. Ships sailing these 

waters, laden with grain and all kinds of 

goods, found safety in the port from raging 

storms and menacing pirates.  

 

Nicholas came from one of the city's wealthy 

merchant families, but he was not spoiled by 

his family's wealth. His mother and father 

taught him to be generous to others, 

especially those in need. So Nicholas came to see that helping  
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May you have the 

gladness of 

Christmas which 

is hope; the spirit 

of Christmas 

which is peace; 

the heart of 

Christmas which 

is love.- Ada V. 

Hendricks 



 

We make a living 

by what we get 

but we make a 

life by what we 

give.- Winston 

Churchill 

 



 

 
others makes one richer in life than anything else. One day, by chance, Nicholas 

heard about a rich man in Myra who lost all his money when his business failed. 

The man had three lovely daughters, all wishing to get married, but he had no 

money for their marriage. Besides, who would marry them, he thought, since 

their father is such a failure? With nothing to eat, the man in desperation 

decided to sell one of his daughters into slavery. At least then the rest of them 

might survive.  

 
That night before the first daughter was to be sold, Nicholas, with a small bag of 

gold in his hand, softly approached their house, and, tossing the gold through 

an open window, quickly vanished into the darkness.  

 
The next morning, the father found a bag of gold lying on the floor next to his 

bed. He had no idea where it came from. "Maybe it's counterfeit," he thought. 

But as he tested it, he knew it was real. He went over the list of his friends and 

business associates. None of them could possibly have given him this.  

 
The poor man fell to his knees and great tears came to his eyes. He thanked 

God for this beautiful gift. His spirits rose higher than they had been for a long 

time because someone had been so unexpectedly good to him. He arranged for 

his first daughter's wedding and there was enough money left for the rest of 

them to live for almost a year. Often he wondered: who gave them the gold?  

 
But by the end of the year, the family again had nothing, and the father, again 

desperate and seeing no other way open, decided his second daughter must be 

sold. But Nicholas, hearing about it, came by night to their window and tossed in 

another bag of gold as before. The next morning the father rejoiced, and, 

thanking God, begged His pardon for losing hope. Who, though, was the 

mysterious stranger giving them such a gift?  

 
Each night afterwards the father watched by the 

window. As the year passed their money ran out. 

In the dead of one night he heard quiet steps 

approaching his house and suddenly a bag of gold 

fell onto the floor. The father quickly ran out to catch 

the one who threw it there. He caught up 

with Nicholas some distance away and recognized 

him, for the young man came from a well-known 

family in the city.  

 
"Why did you give us the gold?" the father asked.  

 
"Because you needed it," Nicholas answered. "But 

why didn't you let us know who you were?" the 

man asked again. "Because it's good to give and 

have only God know about it."  

 
When the bishop of Myra died, the priests and leading people of the city along 

with the neighboring bishops came together in their cathedral to select a new 

bishop. They prayed and asked God to point out who it would be. In a dream, 

God said to one of them that they should all pray together the next morning. 

Someone would come through the cathedral door as they prayed. He should be 

their choice.  

 

It was Nicholas who entered the cathedral the next morning. Immediately, the  

                                                                                                        Page 4 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoV4gsbJQrR0AO..JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=st+nicholas&fr=ush-mailn&tab=organic&ri=20&w=856&h=1600&imgurl=2.bp.blogspot.com/_x0dO-6L_62Q/TPsi5WqjbTI/AAAAAAAAC28/p9yoLqLcDus/s1600/StNicholas.jpg&rurl=http://ourorthodoxlife.blogspot.com/2010/12/saint-nicholas_08.html&size=300.1+KB&name=Saint+Nicholas&p=st+nicholas&oid=5b638c5c24ac42e6ac923d6f6f23705c&fr2=&fr=ush-mailn&tt=Saint+Nicholas&b=0&ni=209&no=20&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=1220i8onm&sigb=13amo7pic&sigi=12npc0s8c&.crumb=bvkiWju5hyu
http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A0PDoV6rsLJQWA0AfVKJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?_adv_prop=image&va=santa+claus&fr=ush-mailn&tab=organic&ri=22&w=1011&h=1024&imgurl=www.christmaswow.com/wp-content/uploads/2007/10/Santa-Claus-4.jpg&rurl=http://www.christmaswow.com/santa-claus/&size=200.5+KB&name=Santa+Claus+|+Origin+of+Santa+Claus+|+History+of+Santa+Claus&p=santa+claus&oid=cf950693bdb28b72e991f5fcc56b446b&fr2=&fr=ush-mailn&tt=Santa+Claus+|+Origin+of+Santa+Claus+|+History+of+Santa+Claus&b=0&ni=209&no=22&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=118gk5d4c&sigb=13au5g6im&sigi=121rq8caq&.crumb=bvkiWju5hyu


 

I will honor 

Christmas in my 

heart, and try to 

keep it all the 

year.- Charles 

Dickens 



Christmas is not 

just a time for 

festivity and 

merry making. It 

is more than that. 

It is a time for the 

contemplation of 

eternal things. 

The Christmas 

spirit is a spirit of 

giving and 

forgiving.- J. C. 

Penney 

("Christmas 

Thoughts") 



Christmas is 

sights, especially 

the sights of 

Christmas 

reflected in the 

eyes of a child.- 

William Saroyan 



Christmas, my 

child, is love in 

action. ... Every 

time we love, 

every time we 

give, it's 

Christmas.- Dale 

Evans Rogers 

 

people of the city named him their bishop, for they knew that this unassuming 

person, whose good deeds they had learned about, was meant by God to lead 

them.  

 
As bishop of Myra, Nicholas seemed more 

aware than ever of people's needs. He 

would appear all over the city offering help 

to anyone in difficulty, then quietly 

disappear without waiting for thanks. He 

shunned publicity. Still, his reputation as a 

holy man grew and grew, even spreading 

to distant cities that had never seen him.  

 
He was especially interested that families 

had enough to eat and a good place to live, 

that children got ahead in life, and that old 

people lived out their lives with dignity and 

respect. And he always loved the sailors 

living so dangerously on the sea. Without 

their ships, people everywhere would be 

without food and other goods they carried 

for trade.  

Yet it is as a lover of children that Nicholas 

is best remembered today. While he lived, 

he gave the little ones he met small gifts-- some candy, a toy. His kindness, 

which always managed to surprise them, touched their hearts, and they learned 
from this holy man what a beautiful thing giving is.  

In the figure of Santa Claus, whose name and activity Nicholas inspired, we have this saint with us today. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

How Do We Pray with Icons? 

 

By Brother Francis, O.SS.T. 

 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church points out, "the life of prayer is the habit 

of being in the presence of ...God" (2565). 

 

“To pray is to pay attention to something or someone other than oneself. 

Whenever a man so concentrates his attention . . . that he completely forgets 

his own ego and desires, he is praying” (Jim Forest, Praying with Icons, p. 29). 

 

The Greek word ikon, from which the English term is derived, means likeness, 

image, representation.  

 

All icons are dogmatic statements, each one is a homily on the Gospel message, 

Saint Paul wrote: “Let us give glory to God! He is able to make you stand firm in 

your faith, according to the Good News I preach about Jesus Christ and 

according to the revelation of the secret truth which was hidden for long ages in 

the past” (Romans 16:25-26). Thus, the key to understanding iconography is to 

understand the Gospel. 

 

Icons were created for the main purpose of offering access, through the gate of  
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Christmas! The 

very word brings 

joy to our hearts. 

No matter how 

we may dread the 

rush, the long 

Christmas lists 

for gifts and 

cards to be 

bought and given-

-when Christmas 

Day comes there 

is still the same 

warm feeling we 

had as children, 

the same warmth 

that enfolds our 

hearts and our 

homes.- Joan 

Winmill Brown 



For centuries 

men have kept an 

appointment with 

Christmas. 

Christmas means 

fellowship, 

feasting, giving 

and receiving, a 

time of good 

cheer, home.- W. 

J. Tucker 



Mankind is a 

great, an 

immense family... 

This is proved by 

what we feel in 

our hearts at 

Christmas.- Pope 

John XXIII 

 

the visible, to the mystery of the invisible. Icons are painted to lead the faithful 

into the inner room of prayer, to bring them close to the heart of God. The icons 

themselves always before them, they were painted for both the glory of God and 

for salvation. 

 

As one prays with icons it is significant to gaze at the icon with complete 

attention and to pray with them. Gazing is probably the best word to touch the 

core of Eastern spirituality. The Andrew J. Krivak article “Gates of Mystery: The 

Art of Holy Russia” in America wrote: “The Father of Western monasticism, Saint 

Benedict, taught that prayer must begin with listening. In the Eastern Christian 

tradition, the essence of prayer is the gazing” (Vol. 168. No. 4, 1993, February, 

p. 24). 

 

It is important to remember that praying with icons is to just gaze attentively at 

an icon and let God speak. The icon inspires and instructs; it makes present the 

holy one depicted there; it is a channel for divine grace to pass to the person 

praying; it leads into prayer and communion with God. 
 

 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Second Annual O.SS.T. Synod / Retreat 

held September 27-30 2012 in 

Fayetteville, NC. 

 

The Old Catholic Marianists’ 2012 O.SS.T. Synod / Retreat was held in 

Fayetteville, North Carolina from September 27th through the 30th. We had as 

our theme: THE GREAT COMMISSION; THE COMPASSIONATE CHURCH. 

 

This theme was taken from the bible, St. Matthew’s gospel chapter 28:19; 

‘therefore go and make disciples of all nations…teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you… I am with you till the close of the age’. 

 
It is our prayer that the Lord and the owner of His church will help our  
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My idea of 

Christmas, 

whether old-

fashioned or 

modern, is very 

simple: loving 

others. Come to 

think of it, why do 

we have to wait 

for Christmas to 

do that?- Bob 

Hope 



The message of 

Christmas is that 

the visible 

material world is 

bound to the 

invisible spiritual 

world.- Author 

Unknown 



 

 

 

 

community and all believers to recapture this vision and pursue it vigorously. 

 

Our pre-retreat began on Friday the 28th with a tour of the famous 82nd 

Airborne Division Museum at Fort Bragg, NC, followed by a tour of the famous 

Airborne and Special Operations Museum in Fayetteville, NC near Fort Bragg. 

The legend continues!!! 
 

        
John, Dom Robert, and Mark         Mother Sheri and Mark                                                Mark  
 

The Synod General Sessions were held throughout the day on Saturday the 

29th.    
 

                               
     Mother Sherie, O.SS.T.                                 Dom ++Robert, O.SS.T                                                   John           

 

                             
        Bishop’s Banner                                                  Synod Banner                                         Dom ++Robert, O.SS.T. 
 

Purpose Statement: 

Who We are in Christ, Facing the 21st Century 

 

We, the members of the Order of the Most Holy Mary Theotokos ~ “The Old 

Catholic Marianists”, in order to carry out God's mission and move forward 

together into the next century, profess our life together in Christ and our desire 

to set forth a united strategy for the work of His church. We express our desire  
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The event of 

Christ is the only 

event in human 

history that 

promises 

relocation and 

centering, 

meaning and 

purpose. This 

promise and its 

fulfillment evoke 

passionate and 

heartfelt praise 

and thanks, 

especially for 

those aware of 

their own 

brokenness and 

the healing which 

Christ brings into 

their lives.- 

Robert Webber 



A prison cell, in 

which one waits, 

hopes... and is 

completely 

dependent on the 

fact that the door 

of freedom has to 

be opened from 

the outside, is 

not a bad picture 

of Advent.- 

Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer 

 

to continue to be ecumenical Old Catholic church, committed to the Lordship of 

Jesus Christ and to the Bible as the Word of God. 

 

Rooted in and shaped by a living tradition, we are part of the new creation in 

Christ which God is bringing into existence. Therefore, we are committed to: 

 

 The worship of the Triune God. 

 The Holy Scriptures as the basis for our faith and activity. 

 Unity with other believers in Christ. 

 Total Stewardship of life - time, talents, and money - including tithing 

through the local church. 

 Excellence in education and equipping leaders for tomorrow. 

 Loving and caring for one another and for other people. 

 Spreading the Gospel to all parts of the world. 

 Evaluating and changing church structures and priorities in order to meet 

the challenges of the future while preserving the best of the past. 

 To this end and in humble reliance upon the enabling power of the Holy 

Spirit, we covenant together to pray steadfastly that God will open doors 

of opportunity so that we may declare the riches of Christ. 

 

Let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if 

we do not lose heart — Galatians 6:9 

 

Minutes, 2012 General Synod, reaffirmed by the General Synod September 29, 

2012. 

 

The Synod concluded on Sunday the 30th with the celebration of Mass and the 

Rite of Blessing and Reception of a Postulant at beautiful Saint James Lutheran 

Church. 

 

        
Dom Robert delivering the homily        Mother Sherie proclaiming the Gospel       Blessing of the new Postulant  

______________________________________________ 

   
             The celebration of Mass                                            Group Photo                                           Chapel   
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Thanks be to God 

for his 

unspeakable 

Gift— 

indescribable, 

inestimable, 

incomparable 

inexpressible - 

precious beyond 

words.- Lois 

Lebar 



"What self denial! 

What self 

abasement! What 

self emptying! 

He, whom no 

infinitudes can 

hold, is contained 

within infant‟s 

age, and infant‟s 

form. Can it be, 

that the great „I 

AM THAT I AM‟ 

shrinks into our 

flesh?"- Henry 

Law 



It is good to be 

children 

sometimes, and 

never better than 

at Christmas, 

when its mighty 

founder was a 

child himself.- 

Charles Dickens 



 

 

In the Sacramental Theology: A General Introduction, Kenan 
Osborne wrote: “Eucharist speaks to us about the presence of 
Jesus. Indeed, the real presence of Jesus is the key to Eucharistic 

theology. It is also the key to Eucharistic spirituality. Jesus is 
present in the gathering of the community, in the proclamation of 

the word, and in the banquet of bread and wine. Beyond this we 
must find the Lord not only in the table of the Eucharist, but in 
the table of the world around us. If we do not see Jesus in this 

table of the world, we will really not find Jesus in the table of the 
Eucharist; and if we do indeed find Jesus in the table of the 

Eucharist, we should leave the Eucharistic celebration with eyes 
of faith that allows us to find Jesus throughout the table of the 
world.”(Cf. Kenan Osborne, Sacramental Theology, (Mahwah, 

N.J.: Paulist Press, 1988), p. 133.) 
 

The quote rings so loud who were are as a Religious Order, 
believers, and community and why "we should leave the 
Eucharistic celebration with eyes of faith that allows us to find 

Jesus throughout the table of the world." – Brother Francis, 
O.SS.T. 
_______________________________________________________________ 

                    

Prayer for the 50th International 

Eucharistic Congress in Ireland in 2012 

 

Lord Jesus, 

You were sent by the Father 

to gather together those who are scattered. 

You came among us, doing good and bringing healing, 

announcing the Word of salvation 

and giving the Bread which lasts forever. 

Be our companion on life’s pilgrim way. 

May your Holy Spirit inflame our hearts, 

enliven our hope and open our minds, 

so that together with our sisters and brothers in faith 

we may recognize you in the Scriptures 

and in the breaking of bread. 

May your Holy Spirit transform us into one body 

and lead us to walk humbly on the earth, 

in justice and love, 

as witnesses of your resurrection. 

In communion with Mary, 

whom you gave to us as our Mother 

at the foot of the cross, 

through you 

may all praise, honor and blessing be to the Father 

in the Holy Spirit and in the Church, 

Now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Eternal God, this 

holy night is 

radiant with the 

brilliance of your 

one true light. 

May that light 

illuminate our 

hearts and shine 

in our words and 

deeds. May the 

hope, the peace, 

the joy, and the 

love represented 

by the birth in 

Bethlehem this 

night fill our lives 

and become part 

of all that we say 

and do. May we 

share the divine 

life of your son 

Jesus Christ, 

even as he 

humbled himself 

to share our 

humanity. Amen.- 

Rev. Richard J. 

Fairchild 

 



 

 

What Should We Make to Eat? 

 

by Mary Ann Castronovo Fusco  

 

That question invariably arises when preparations are under way for the arrival 

of a guest, especially an honored or long-awaited one. Advent, when Christians 

prepare to commemorate the arrival of the Christ Child, is no different.  

 

Both the Old and New Testaments are 

generously peppered with references to 

farming and feasting, and to bestowing 

food on both strangers and loved ones. 

Abraham and Sarah unwittingly 

entertained three angels with calf, 

curds, and milk (Gen. 18:1-16). To 

satisfy the hunger of the crowds that 

followed him, Jesus fed them with an 

abundance of bread and fish (Matthew 

15: 29-37). "The Lord of hosts will 

provide for all peoples a feast of rich 

foods and choice wines, juicy, rich food 

and pure, choice wines," promised the 

prophet Isaiah (25: 6). Jesus referred 

to himself as "the bread of life" (John 

6:35) and, significantly, the Hebrew 

name for Bethlehem, the site of the 

Savior's birth, is Bethlehem, which 

means "house of bread." [right: 

Rubev's Three Visitors]  

 

Precisely when Advent, the approximately four-week period preceding 

Christmas, first came to be observed is debated. But originally it was a 

penitential period similar to Lent. In 380 the Council of Saragossa stressed daily 

church attendance from December 17 until the Epiphany. Pope St. Leo I (the 

Great), best known for persuading Attila the Hun to spare Rome from 

destruction in the fifth century, called for fasting on the Wednesdays and  

Fridays in the weeks before Christmas. 

 

In 581 the Synod of Mac in present-day France called for fasting on the 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from November 11, the feast of St. Martin 

of Tours, up to and including Christmas Eve, December 24. The Council of  

Constantinople in 1166 set the fast to begin on November 15.  

 

In the Greek Orthodox tradition, Advent remains to this day a solemn season, 

with the faithful abstaining from meat, fish other than shellfish, dairy products, 

and sweets in the days leading up to Christmas. In some Eastern churches, the 

pre-Christmas fast is known as St. Philip's Fast, because it begins on the day  

after the feast of St. Philip the Apostle, November 14. 

 

Nonetheless, even in the ancient days of Advent commemoration, a variety of 

food traditions sprang up. Associated with the holy days that fall during the 

season, these traditions reinforce the concepts of compassion and hospitality 

that lie at the core of Christianity. They resonate with symbolism of warmth 

overtaking cold, light dispelling darkness, love conquering hate-in short, the 

message of Christmas itself.  
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In spite of the 

many benefits 

God has blessed 

us with, how 

many times do 

we complain 

about little 

difficulties and 

trials? We lose 

sight of the big 

picture and fail to 

appreciate the 

really important 

things. Just as 

we cannot 

benefit from a 

wrapped gift 

under a 

Christmas tree 

until we open it, 

so gratitude can 

be seen as our 

way of opening 

the gift of God's 

love intended by 

all the small and 

big positive 

events of our 

lives.- 

Ronda De Sola 

Chervin 



For the Christ-

child who comes 

is the Master of 

all; No palace too 

great, no cottage 

too small.- 

Phillips Brooks 



 

The Feast of Christmas 

 

by Victor Hoagland, C.P.  

 
It is not easy to pin-point the 

origins of the Christmas feast, 

today the more important feast of 

the Christmas season in most 

western Christian churches. One 

can only say for certain that the 

birth of Jesus Christ was being 

celebrated in Rome by the year 336 

A.D.; afterwards the feast was 

celebrated in other Christian 

churches throughout the world.  

 

Why it was celebrated on December 

25th is another question. No date 

for the birth of Jesus can be found 

in the New Testament, which is 

concerned more with the question 

"Who is Jesus?" than the date of his 

birth. Early Christian speculation 

about  

 

his birth date was influenced by the symbolism of the changing seasons, then 

popular in religious thought, which paid careful attention to the equinoxes and 

solstices of the sun. Christian scholars speculated that Jesus was conceived at 

the spring equinox (March 25th) and therefore was born on December 25th, the 

date of the winter solstice.  

 
In many of the Christian churches, March 25th is still the Feast of the 

Annunciation, when the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she was to be the 

mother of Jesus.  

 
Possible impulse for the feast of Christmas may have come too from the 

establishment of the pagan feast of the "Unconquered Sun-God" by the Emperor 

Aurelian in 274 A.D. to be celebrated on December 25, the day of the winter 

solstice in Rome and throughout the empire. In response, Christians could 

celebrate the feast of the "Sun of righteousness" (Malachi 4, 2), Jesus Christ, 

who called himself “the light of the world." (John 8,12 ) 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Few times are more sacred for a family or household than Christmas. 

Along with the Advent Season, Christmas time is rich in traditions 

which, despite modern commercial exploitation, still stir our hearts and 

imagination. The Christmas tree, the manger scene, the music and 

carols, the lights shining in the winter darkness joyfully proclaim the 

birth of Jesus Christ and call us to come and adore him.  

 

Christmas and Advent can be a spiritual feast for those who live these 

seasons spiritually. And where better to live them spiritually than in our 

own homes and households?  

 

Christmas and Advent customs appear everywhere today. True  
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As we prepare for 

our traditional 

celebrations, let 

us remember 

those who will 

not be looking 

forward to this 

festival. Let us 

remember too 

how Jesus 

identified with 

the oppressed 

and the 

homeless. Let the 

joy of the festival 

touch more of the 

people of our 

world this year 

than ever before. 

May God be 

glorified and may 

people of good 

will once again 

experience His 

peace.- 

Denzil John 



The way to 

Christmas lies 

through an 

ancient gate....It 

is a little gate, 

child-high, child-

wide, and there is 

a password: 

"Peace on earth 

to men of good 

will." May you, 

this Christmas, 

become as a little 

child again and 

enter into His 

kingdom.- 

Angelo Patri 

 

symbols that they are, the living traditions of the season bring peoples 

and families together and connect us with our ancient faith.  

 

And they respond surprisingly to modern needs as well. The Christmas 

and Advent seasons uphold so many precious realities presently 

endangered: birth, children, family, the earth itself. In celebrating  

Christmas and Advent, keep their message for today in mind.  

 

In a world where nature and our environment are threatened, let us 

make our Christmas tree and manger scene reminders of the beauty and 

sacredness of nature. How closely at his coming did Jesus bind himself 

to the animals of the field, as well as to the earth and the open sky!  

 

Remembering the poor shepherds and the circumstances of Christ's 

birth, so marked by poverty, let us make them reminders of the 

forgotten poor of our world.  

 

Let the Child and Joseph and Mary teach us the dignity and importance 

of children and families in a society so neglectful of them.  

 

The Christmas season's rich traditions come from peoples throughout 

the world, from Spain, South America, Africa, Eastern Europe, and so 

many other places. Let them remind us of the unity of all people as 

children of God.  

 

As we celebrate these holy seasons, may they bring you, your family 

and friends closer to the mystery you celebrate. 

 ______________________________________________________________ 

New Parish Founded in Arizona 

 

by Mother Sherie, O.SS.T. Pastor 

 

On Saturday December 1, 2012, the Vigil Mass of the First Sunday of 

Advent, a new parish in Prescott Valley, Arizona will gather for the first time. 

The name of the new parish is “Our Lady of Grace Old Catholic Church”.  The 

pastor and congregation of Prescott Valley United Methodist church is allowing 

us to use their sanctuary to hold services. A beautiful church building with two 

stained glass windows in the front, one of the Baptism of Jesus and the other of 

our Blessed Mother Mary. The pastor and other members of the Methodist 

church will be joining us in worship. 

 

Prayer for the Parish 

 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and 

restore the penitent.  Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and 

bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories 

of goodness and thus to open doors of hope." 
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Advent - Christmas Message from the 

Presiding Archbishop / Abbot 

 

 
 

 
Mary, the Theotokos, pray for us and lead us to do the Father's will for our lives. 

 

 

Dear O.SS.T. Family and Friends,                    ~  Totus Tuus  ~ "Totally Yours" 

 

During this Advent and Christmas season we celebrate the coming of God's Son 

into the world. One of our favorite Christmas hymns speaks of this great gift. In 

the third verse of O Little Town of Bethlehem we sing: 

 

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming; But, in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, the dear Christ enters in. 

 

In this season we celebrate the gift that God gives for the sake of the world. 

God in Jesus enters us through Word and Sacrament not only for our sake, but 

also for the sake of the world. And as we receive this great gift, we ourselves 

become instruments of God's love in the world, for the sake of the world. 

 

Recently I read an article by Eugene Peterson, a retired Presbyterian pastor, 

who shared what it meant to live the spiritual or contemplative life of a disciple. 

He defined this contemplative life of the disciple as "living the Christ life in the 

Christ way”. 

 

At one point in the article he says, "The contemplative life is not about us. It is 

about God. The great weakness of American spirituality is that it is all about us: 

fulfilling our potential, getting the blessings of God, expanding our influence, 

finding our gifts, getting a handle on principles by which we can get an edge 

over the competition. The more there is of us, the less there is of God."                                                                                               

                                             

I was struck by that last phrase, "the more there is of us, the less there is of  
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God." Immediately I thought of the words of John the Baptist who said of his 

relationship with Jesus, the Messiah, "He must increase, but I must decrease." 

He said this because he knew that for the sake of the world, the Messiah must 

be the center of the drama of his life. Is there a better model of faith for our 

lives as disciples of Jesus? For the sake of the world, Jesus needs to be the 

center of the drama of our lives also. As he enters in through prayer, scripture 

reading and the sacrament we become less and he becomes more. When this 

happens we become instruments of God's love for the world. 

 

The last verse of O Little Town of Bethlehem speaks the appropriate prayer for 

this season: 

 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

As God is with us, we will be God's people doing the will of God in the world. 

May we be given the faith to trust this great gift of God for our life together in 

the Church. 

 

Your Servant in Christ through Mary, 

 

Dom ++Robert – Presiding Archbishop / Abbot, O.SS.T.  

 

 
 

 
 

On behalf of the O.SS.T. family we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
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